The risk/benefit ratio of depot neuroleptics: a Scandinavian perspective.
The three developmental phases in the acceptance and use of depot neuroleptics are described. The practical advantages of these drugs are considered, as well as the extrapyramidal side effects that may result from oral or depot administration. Local (injection site) and other side effects of depot neuroleptics are discussed. Typical plasma drug concentration curves and receptor responses of depot neuroleptics are illustrated. Alternative use of oral drugs and strategies to increase the effectiveness of depot forms are presented. The depot neuroleptics used in Scandinavia today are discussed, and predictions are made regarding their use in the future.